tion of seventeen essays written by distinguished scholars, aimed at shedding light on the concept of academic freedom, examining it from different disciplinary perspectives, in order to reflect on the concept's historical development, on its current philosophical and legal definitions and on its empirical manifestations. Overall, the essays provide the reader with a many-sided, informative and challenging overview of the main alternative definitions of the concept. They explain the terms of some recent American and international debates which have revealed the irreducible tensions between alternative understandings of the meaning and implications of academic freedom. Moreover, the variety of the positions presented shows that there is no agreement on the scope, purpose and instruments for the protection of academic freedom. This conclusion is supported by the evidence presented in the last contribution (pp. 343-389), which presents the results of a sociological survey of Co- 
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Several analytical essays -especially Bilgrami's and Moody Adams' -focus on the distinction between internal and external challenges to academic freedom and aim to distinguish the concept of academic freedom from correlative or contradictory concepts such as academic responsibility and academic abuse. In a stinging and sharp essay, Jon Elster identifies the deadly threats to academic freedom interpreted as 'the spirit of free inquiry' in the practices of hard and soft obscurantism that he sees ubiquitous within the current academic environment, particularly in the social sciences. On the one hand, soft obscurantism manifests itself through bullshitology, i.e. the tendency of scholars to indulge in building biased theories through the search for flashy literary devices rather than through the sound logic of their argumentation -and hard obscurantism -that is, the methodological obsession of those scholars who adopt deterministic quantitative models for researching social phenomena. 
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